
 

© Challenging Learning. This activity is provided free of charge solely for the use of individual teachers and parents/guardians. A small number of copies not exceeding one per pupil may be reproduced by the 

teacher/parent/guardian of those elements necessary for classroom or home learning. All further reproduction is prohibited without the consent of Challenging Learning [feedback@challenginglearning.com]. 

No commercial use or sale of any part of the material is permitted. 

 

 

Note that we have a list of concepts related to this story.  Concepts are generalized ideas which can be challenged and 

stretched.  We can do this by questioning the assumptions we make and thinking about alternative perspectives in order to 

further shape and define our ideas.  The sample questions we have listed will encourage dialogue about the story, but you 

can also explore any of the concepts listed using the following question stems.  

What is …. 
What do you already know about… 

Is it the same as…. 

What would happen if… 

How does… compare to …. 
How did the story change your thinking? 
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“Quack!’’ said the billy-goat; “Oink!” said the hen; “Miaow!” said the 
little chick running in the pen; so begins the story. This is a nice book to 

use with very young children (from 3 onwards) as they will enjoy making 

the right sounds for each animal. There isn’t much of a story to it, but the 
illustrations are great and the story is simple enough for even the 

youngest philosophers. 

 

Possible questions might include: 

 

• Can animals talk? 

• Why does it sound wrong for a billy-goat to say ‘quack!’? 

• Is it impossible for a goat to sound like a duck? 

• If so, does that mean goats can’t talk to ducks? 

• Can dogs talk to cats, or cows talk to sheep? 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Quack-Said-Billy-Goat-Us-Paperback/dp/0763606928/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1211965441&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Quack-Said-Billy-Goat-Charles-Causley/dp/0763606928/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Quack%21’+Said+the+Billy-Goat+Charles+Causley+%26+Barbara+Firth&qid=1584971934&sr=8-1

