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Note that we have a list of concepts related to this story.  Concepts are generalized ideas which can be challenged and 

stretched.  We can do this by questioning the assumptions we make and thinking about alternative perspectives in order to 

further shape and define our ideas.  The sample questions we have listed will encourage dialogue about the story, but you 

can also explore any of the concepts listed using the following question stems.  

What is …. 
What do you already know about… 

Is it the same as…. 

What would happen if… 

How does… compare to …. 
How did the story change your thinking? 
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Anthony Browne 

Walker Books Ltd 

 

Busy parents 

Hopes and dreams 

Imagination 

Private adventure 

Time 

Zoos/captivity 

 

 

 

7 – 12 

 

Hannah is obsessed with gorillas. She watches them on TV, 

she reads about them, and draws pictures of them, but she’s 
never seen one in real life. Her dad just never had time to take 

her to the zoo. The night before her birthday, a toy gorilla that 

she finds at the bottom of her bed comes to life and takes her 

on an adventure. The following morning, she wakes up to be 

greeted by her Dad asking if she wants to go to the zoo. 

 

• Can our imagination make our dreams come true? 

• Should we keep animals in zoos? 

• Is it alright to have private adventures? 

• Is some people’s time more important than others? 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Gorilla-Anthony-Browne/dp/0744594391/ref=pd_sim_b?ie=UTF8&qid=1211877237&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Gorilla-Anthony-Browne/dp/0763673668/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Gorilla+Anthony+Browne&qid=1585073411&sr=8-1&swrs=A4D235E2F8E7F1F963663069EF40167A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsZn210fGWo

