
Books that use the very best and latest research evidence about what works in education to 

create practical advice for teachers, leaders, support staff and parents.

“The Challenging Learning team explain the complex in a way that is accessible and inviting. They will help you to cut through the urban myths and 

misinterpretations of research and focus instead on actions of high impact – all with great clarity and humour.”  Carol Dweck, 2019

Learning Challenge Lessons: English Language Arts “Detailed, yet accessible, practical yet thought-provoking, this book lays out comprehensive 

lesson ideas, built around searching questions, which take students through cognitive conflict to deep understanding.”  Shirley Clarke, Formative 

Assessment Expert

“Profound, practical and precise: The Learning Pit shows how to make your classroom a place where young people love to be.”  Guy Claxton, 2018

Challenging Learning Through Dialogue “This valuable book is a must for teachers and families who wish to have their children learn to think and 

communicate with greater precision and clarity.” Arthur L. Costa, EdD, Professor Emeritus CA State University & Co-Director of International Institute for Habits of Mind

“Profound, practical and precise: Challenging Learning tells you how to make your classroom a place where young people would love to be.”  
Professor Guy Claxton, 2018

Challenging Learning (2010) Shares the best ways 

to use feedback, challenge, thinking skills, self-

efficacy and the Learning Pit to deepen and extend 
student learning. 

Encouraging Learning (2012) Shows parents, 

support staff and school governors how best to 

help children aged 3-18 build cognitive abilities, 

communication skills and confidence. 

Challenging Learning Through Dialogue (2016) 

How to use classroom talk to deepen understanding, 

guide metacognition, and develop students’ abilities 

to communicate with clarity and purpose.

Challenging Learning Through Feedback (2017) 

Explaining the reasons why the outcomes of 

feedback often fall short of expectations and what 

can be done to correct this situation so that all 

learners gain significantly.

Challenging Early Learning (2017) Bringing together 

the very best ways to use feedback, challenge, 

thinking skills, self-efficacy and the Learning Pit to 
deepen and extend learning with 3- to 7-year-olds. 

What people have said about the Challenging Learning books …
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The Learning Challenge (2017) The seminal work by 

James Nottingham covering the very best ways to 

guide students through the Learning Pit. 

Challenging Mindset (2018) Looking at why growth 

mindset only works significantly in learning-focused 
situations, together with proven ways to help all 

learners flourish. 

Learning Challenge Lessons: Primary (2018) 

Packed with lesson ideas and thinking tools to use 

with children aged 5-12 to help them step out of their 

comfort zone and navigate through the Learning Pit. 

Learning Challenge Lessons: Secondary English 

Language Arts (2019) Lesson ideas to guide 

secondary students through the Learning Pit when 

studying classic literature from amongst others, 

Shakespeare, Bronte, and Shelley. 


