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KEY CONCEPT: Colour

What is colour?
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What is Colour?

KEY CONCEPT:

Colour

KEY WORDS:

Colour, shade, tone, blend, light, dark, perception, reality, interpretation, 

illusion, prejudice and emotions.

LEARNING INTENTION:

To understand how our perception and interpretation of colour affects how we use and respond 

to it.

SUCCESS CRITERIA:

We can

• Explain how different colours make us feel.

• Recognise the different ways that colours are used in society.

• Prioritise which would be the best colours to use for different purposes by comparing and 

contrasting their qualities.

• Explore how we all might view the same colours differently.

STRATEGIES USED:

Ranking

Concept Corners
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1. Identify Important Concepts:

Some of the key areas to investigate within and around the concept of ‘colour’ are the following:

• The reality of colour

• Our perception of colour

• The illusion of colour

• The social significance of colour

• The psychological significance of colour

• Our beliefs about colours

• Colour in nature

• Colour prejudice

Some books to share around the concept of ‘colour’:

1. Color Dance by Ann Jonas

2. The Game of Red, Yellow, and Blue by Herve Tullet

3. The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt

4. Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See by Eric Carle

2. Challenge Students’ Understanding of the Concept:

Here are some examples of cognitive conflict we expect your students to experience:

 

Opinion Conflicting opinion 

Colour is fun. Some colours are scary.

We cannot avoid colour, it is all around us. Some people with visual disabilities live 

without seeing colour.

Colours provide us with useful information 

about things e.g.green bananas are not as 

ripe or sweet as yellow bananas.

Colours can be deceiving, melons are green 

on the outside and orange, red or yellow on 

the inside.

Colour causes us to discrimate. I would 

always choose the red sweets over the 

green sweets.

Colour gives us information to make 

thoughtful choices. If we see blue mould on 

our food we can then choose not to eat it.



What is Colour?4

Questions for challenge:

• If you were to write a book about colour, what would you write?

• Is colour real?

• How do you know that what you call yellow, I call yellow?

• What would the world be like without colour?

• Are there really such things as boy’s colours and girl’s colours?

• What effect do colours have on our emotions and moods?

• How would your life be different with no colour in it?

• What is the link between sound and colour?

• Can you hear different colours?

• Do we think in colour?

• Are our dreams colour?

• Do we feel in colour?

• Is it possible for colours to have a temperature?

• What is your favourite colour and why?

• Are some colours scarier than others?

• Do certain colours make us have certain thoughts?

• How might a colour be calming? 

• How might a colour excite us?

• Does everything have a colour?

• How important is colour for how we think about people? (hair, clothes, skin, eyes)

• What are cultural implications on our use of and feelings about colour?

• Why do the colours in a rainbow seem magical?

• Are colours just names we use?

• How useful is colour?

• Are black and white colours?

• Who decides which colours go together well or not? 

• How does colour affect our sense of smell and taste?

• What is the significance of colours in the flags of different nations?

• How does the colour of your clothes change the way you feel or act? (football strips, school 

uniform, doctor’s coats, military uniforms)

• If an orange was not orange in colour would it be a different fruit?

• Why don’t we call bananas ‘yellows’ or plums ‘purples’?

• How do natural and unnatural colours affect us differently?
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3. Construct Understanding:

Activity 1: Ranking

Introduce the idea of a Ranking frame, explaining that the best choice or most important should 

be placed at the top and the worst choice or least important should be placed at the bottom. 

Choices that we consider to be okay or of only average importance should be placed in the 

middle. Encourage your students to justify their answers and choices with reasoning. 

Activity 1 cards can be used here or you can use your own colours. Go through the following 

questions with your students. Initially, ask them to select a colour to put in the top ranking 

position (don’t worry about the other positions for now.

Which is coolest?

Which is hottest

Which is angriest?

Which is calmest

Which is friendliest?

Which is scariest?

Which is the most boring?

Which is the happiest colour?

Which is the most important colour?
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Activity 2: Concept Corners

Your students can construct a Concept Corner chart like the one below. They should complete 

this with their own ideas, thoughts and research around ‘colour’. This activity will encourage 

them to inquire into their understanding and use of the concept.

Activity 3: Opinion Lines

Read the statement cards out one at a time and get your students to position themselves on the 

line depending on what their opinion is in relation to the statement.

The students can use a rope as a continuum or draw a line on the wall or floor. They can 

physically place themselves along the line or they can have a card with their name on it which 

they place on the line to represent their opinion.

Adaptation

Limit the amount of colours used at any one time or use a Diamond 4 ranking frame. 

Extension

During the Opinion Line activity, the quality of the dialogue and the depth of the inquiry is 

influenced by the quality of questioning used.

Your students can also add their own choice of colours to those being sorted or ranked.

Phrases or sentences where 

the concept is used e.g.:

The colour of money

Rose coloured view

Colour

Examples or contexts where 

concept applies e.g.:

Rainbows

Fruit 

Art

Wording phrases of similar or 

opposite meaning e.g.:

Shade

Tone

Related ideas or associations 

e.g.:

Science

Art

Perception

neither agree 

nor disagree

mainly 

agree

slightly 

agree

slightly 

disagree

mainly 

disagree

strongly

AGREE

strongly

DISAGREE
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4. Consider The Learning Journey:

At the end of the activity it is usual to encourage the students to review their learning journey and 

the thinking process they have engaged in throughout the session. 

This can include reflection on the thinking that has taken place to this point and a summary and 

conclusion of the new understanding reached.

They can do this by returning to and re-examining some key questions.

• What is colour?

• What effect does colour have on our everyday lives?

• How does colour affect our moods and personalities?

• What would the world be like without colour?

Your students can sum up their new thinking through the use of a Consider Chart.

They should look at each ‘colour card’ in turn and decide whether it should go into the ‘…is good 

because’ column or the ‘…is bad because’ column or both columns. This will be based on the 

new learning and understanding they have co-constructed during the previous elements of the 

session.

E.g. A student may select the red card and based on the previous discussions may choose to 

put it in the ‘good because …’ section for reasons such as “it warns us against danger” or in the 

‘bad because …’ “it is the colour of blood”. 

...is good because... ...is bad because...
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Ideas for transfer

Photographs

Show the students 3 photographs in 3 different colour tones (eg black and white, full colour, 

sepia) and ask them to consider what effect the colours or lack of colour has on our perception 

and feelings towards the images.

Interactive colour exercise

Using a computer or transparent colour overlays, students can experiment with different tones 

and colour filters to see how it affects the mood and feelings of the images.

• Does changing colours change the meaning of the image?

• Does it change your feelings about the picture?

• Which filter is your favourite? Why?

• How does changing colours affect the beauty of the image?

Famous art work

Provide your students with an outline drawing of a famous picture and ask them to colour it in 

their own colours. 

Show them the original and encourage them to explore the similarities and differences between 

their own version and the original.

• What is the effect of changing the colours?

• How does this affect the mood or meaning of the picture?



Red

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-1
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Orange

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-2
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Yellow

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-3
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Green

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-4
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Blue

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-5
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Purple

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-6
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Pink

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-7
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Brown

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-8

©2017 www.challenginglearning.com

White

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-9
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Grey

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-10
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Black

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-11
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Turquoise

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-12
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Silver

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-13
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Gold

ACTIVITY:

What is colour?
1-14
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An orange 
would no longer 
be an orange if 
it was blue.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-1
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Some colours are 
more important 
than others.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-2
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The world without 
colour would be a 
very sad place.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-3
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ery sad place.

We all think and 
dream in colour.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-4
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The more colour 
a food has the 
better it tastes.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-5

©2017 www.challenginglearning.com

We all see the 
same colours 
differently.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-6
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Our thoughts 
about colour are 
linked to the taste 

of foods.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-7
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Some colours are 
aimed more at 
boy’s and some 
more at girls.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-8

©2017 www.challenginglearning.com

e at girls.

Colour doesn’t 
really exist, we 
just imagine it.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-9
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Colour is very 
important to how 
we think about 

things.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-10
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Red is the best 
colour of all.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-11
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The world without 
any colour would 
be a fairer place.

ACTIVITY:

What is Colour?
3-12
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er place.
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